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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 6938 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECOSOC PORG XF CG 

SUBJECT: 63RD ECOSOC: ZAIRIAN SUPPORT FOR PLO MEMBERSHIP 
IN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA 

REF: STATE 171124 

AMBASSADOR RAISED ISSUE OF PLO MEMBERSHIP (REFTEL) WITH COMMIS- 
SIONER OF FOREIGN AFFARIS NGUZA SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 23. 

IN REPLY, NGUZA RECALLED ZAIRE S READINESS IN THE PAST TO 
SUPPORT US POSITIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST, SUCH AS OPPOSITION 
TO RESOLUTIONS EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM, AT CONSIDERABLE 
RISK TO ZAIRE S STANDING IN THIRD WORLD FORUMS. IN THIS 
INSTANCE, HOWEVER, ZAIRE’S DEBT TO MOROCCO, EGYPT AND SAUDI 
ARABIA FOR CRUDIAL ASSISTANCE DURING THE SHABA CRISIS, COUPLED 
WITH THE SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO SUDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA WHICH HE 
AND THE PRESIDENT HAD JUST COMPLETED, MADE IT VERY DIFFICULT 
(READ IMPOSSIBLE) FOR ZAIRE TO OPENLY OPPOSE ARABS ON PLO 
ISSUE. 
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